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Parks and Recrea  on

Land dedicated to support active recreation or leisure uses, whether community- or commercial-
purposed. Active open space in the City includes public park land, athletic courts and fields, community 
facilities, playgrounds, large athletic complexes or recreation trails.

Primary Land Uses

• Public Recreation

• Open Space

Development Policy

• Focus on preservation

• Leverage natural resources

• Plans for development are to be coordinated with parks to assure parks and open space needs are 
addressed

• Appropriation of parks and recreation facilities should be developed in association with Missouri 
River frontage.

• A trail system should be developed utilizing existing street right-of-ways, common ground when 
available, utility easements, flood plain areas, and additional property acquisition or private 
easements. Consideration should be given to cooperating with neighboring municipalities in 
developing portions of the trail system and between individual subdivision common ground. Trail 
systems could include walking, jogging, and biking. This system is to be fully integrated with and 
connected to the transportation network.

Character Area

OS
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Primary Land Uses

• Agriculture

• Open Space

Development Policy

• Focus on preservation

• Limit impervious surface or encourage the use of stomwater BMPs

• Planned residential developments should promote open space and preserving natural features 
which may cluster new construction

Conserva  on

Undeveloped and/or preserved land dedicated for passive recreation or conservation purposes. 
Undisturbed land is reserved to protect natural beauty or serve environment and wildlife management 
purposes. In Chesterfield, passive open space includes floodplains, planned common ground and 
permanent conservation areas. 

Character Area
OS
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SC

Business and Offi  ce

Land where concentrations of employment is located in the City. They include both large-scale isolated 
buildings with numerous employees as well as areas containing multiple businesses that support and 
serve one another. They are typically buffered from surrounding development by transitional uses or 
landscaped areas and are often located in close proximity to major arterials, highways or thoroughfares.

Primary Land Uses

• Low to mid density office

• Institutional 

• Hospital

Development Policy

• Limit curb cuts on arterial streets, and where possible concentrate access at shared entrance 
points

• Primary entrance points should be aligned with access points immediately across the street

• Structured parking may be appropriate to achieve desired intensity levels

• Connectivity varies as business parks may have low connectivity between contrasting adjacent 
uses

• Landscape buffering should be utilized between adjacent residential development to provide a 
transition between uses

• Landscape buffering should be utilized between roadways to screen areas of surface parking

• Expanded setbacks should be utilized between neighboring residential uses

Character Area
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Industrial 

Conventional industrial park and associated activity involving an airport. These areas generally support 
manufacturing and production uses, including warehousing, distribution, light manufacturing, airport 
support businesses, and assembly operations. They are found in close proximity to major transportation 
corridors (i.e., highway and airport) and are generally buffered from surrounding development by 
transitional uses or landscaped areas that shield the view of structures, loading docks, or outdoor 
storage from adjacent properties. 

SC

Primary Land Uses

• Industrial

• Airport and associated uses

• Office/Warehouse

Development Policy

• Limit curb cuts on arterial streets, and where possible concentrate access at shared entrance 
points

• Primary entrance points should be aligned with access points immediately across the street

• Connectivity may vary as industrial parks may have low connectivity due to dead ends and lack of 
connection to adjacent areas

• Landscape buffering should be utilized between roadways to screen areas of surface parking

• Residential projects should be limited to areas outside of the Chesterfield Valley

Character Area
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Regional Commercial

Areas that serve regional commercial needs (emphasizing retail, dining, entertainment, hotel, and 
leisure components) and draw visitors from both Chesterfield and the surrounding areas. Multiple 
buildings planned and developed together using unified project development standards.

SC

Primary Land Uses

• Retail

• Entertainment

• Office

• Lodging

• Limited Office/Warehouse

Development Policy

• Limit curb cuts on arterial streets, and where possible concentrate access at shared entrance 
points

• Primary entrance points should be aligned with access points immediately across the street

• Promote the re-invention of existing tenant space to accomodate different users to increase the 
mix of uses and redefine the centers, allowing them to be modernized and remain relevant in the 
market

• Landscape buffering should be utilized between roadways to screen areas of surface parking

• Maintain pedestrian connectivity from transit stops to facilitate the large employment centers

• Secure infrastructure for safe walking and biking between lodging and attraction centers

• Residential projects should be limited to areas outside of the Chesterfield Valley

Character Area
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Mixed Residen  al

Conventional, suburban multi-family neighborhoods developed as a complex or community, with a 
relatively uniform housing type and density throughout. They support the highest residential density 
in a suburban landscape and may contain one of multiple housing types including condominiums, 
apartments or senior housing (either standalone units for independent living, assisted living group 
quarters, or both on one site). Buildings are oriented interior to the site and generally buffered from 
surrounding development by transitional uses, topography, preserved open space, or landscape areas. 

SC

Primary Land Uses

• Muti-family Residential 

• Multi-generational Community

Development Policy

• Limit curb cuts on arterial streets, and where possible concentrate access at shared entrance 
points

• Primary entrance points should be aligned with access points immediately across the street

• Encourage transportation infrastructure that promotes multi-modal and active transportation 
options

• Landscape buffering should be utilized between adjacent residential developments to provide a 
transition between use type

• Landscape buffering should be utilized between roadways to screen areas of surface parking

• Expanded setbacks should be utilized between neighboring residential uses

• Uncover the anticipated expense (cost of municipal infrastructure) for each new or re-developed 
residential development

Character Area
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Neighborhood Center

Land that supports small-scale, commercial centers that provide goods and services to surrounding 
neighborhoods. Their proximity to neighborhoods requires that operations be low-intensity, unobtrusive 
and at a scale and design compatible with nearby residential development. The design of neighborhood 
centers transitions effectively between residential and non-residential uses, and includes safe and 
convenient pedestrian and bicycle access for nearby residents. While this is primarily a commercial 
category, some neighborhood commercial centers may include upper story residential. 

SC

Primary Land Uses

• Retail

• Residential

• Office

• Institutional

Development Policy

• Limit curb cuts on arterial streets, and where possible concentrate access at shared entrance 
points

• Sites should minimize the impact of cut-through traffic on nearby neighborhood streets by 
orienting vehicle access, circulation, etc. away from residential neighborhoods

• Access between residential neighborhoods and adjacent commercial uses may be limited to 
pedestrian facilities

• Suburban retrofit should include walkable connection points to support the surrounding residential 
neighborhoods

Character Area
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Suburban Neighborhood

Land typically developed as a neighborhood for single-family detached homes with uniform housing 
densities. Buildings are oriented interior to the site and typically buffered from surrounding development 
by transitional uses, topography, preserved open space, or landscape areas. Many neighborhoods 
borrow open space from adjacent rural or natural settings, which means adjacent trees, pastures, etc. 
Homes vary in sizes and streets are suburban in character. 

SC

Primary Land Uses

• Single-family residential

Development Policy

• Encourage preservation of existing residential neighborhood’s indentity

• New residential development should reinforce existing residential development patterns by 
continuing to reinforce high quality site and subdivision design, layout, and planning practices

• Uncover the anticipated expense (cost of municipal infrastructure) for each new or re-developed 
residential development

Character Area
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CHARACTER AREAS
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Corporate Village

Land that supports the ability to concentrate employment opportunities in the City on normal 
workdays. Each center generally supports office and technology, including professional office, research 
and development, higher education, artisan space, light manufacturing, agribusiness and medical 
research. Residential uses, including a mixture of housing types and residential densities, surround an 
employment center.  

CC

Primary Land Uses

• Mixture of residential types

• Office

• Lodging

• Institutional

• Retail and personal service 

Development Policy

• City Center should serve as the physical and visual focus for the City and include both residential 
and commercial developments with parks, municipal services, and preservation of historic 
structures and areas as well as cultural, entertainment and pedestrian amenities for its residents

• Establish an interconnected network of walkable and bikeable streets that connects one or more 
surrounding neighborhoods to the employment centers

• Incorporate a comprehensive network of open space throughout to accommodate small parks, 
gathering places and community gardens; preserve tree stands; and help reduce stormwater 
runoff

• Public art should be incorporated into new construction and re-development projects throughout 
the City Center

• Buildings to be constructed closer to the roadways to promote the pedestrian experience

Character Area
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CC

Primary Land Uses

• High density residential

• Office

• Lodging

• Institutional 

• Retail and Personal Service

Development Policy

• City Center should serve as the physical and visual focus for the City and include both residential 
and commercial developments with parks, municipal services, and preservation of historic 
structures and areas, with cultural, entertainment and pedestrian amenities for its residents. 

• The thoroughfare character should be urban and very walkable

• Pedestrian scale infrastructure improvements (lighting, wayfinding, storefronts, etc) incorporated 
into urban footprint

• The Downtown and Urban Transition Character Areas should have a pedestrian connection to 
unite the two urban areas of the City Center

• Public art should be incorporated into new construction and re-development projects throughout 
the City Center

• Buildings to be constructed closer to the roadways to promote the pedestrian experience

• The City Center (Downtown) Character Area has the highest density in the city

Downtown

Land inside the city center area where a downtown that supports mixed-use development, civic spaces, 
and social interaction will be created. Uses and buildings are located on blocks with streets designed 
to extend a grid network. Buildings typically stand multiple stories with a mix of uses that encourage 
pedestrian activity. The compact, walkable environment and mix of residential and non-residential uses 
in downtown support multiple modes of transportation.

Character Area
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Urban Transi  on

Land developed to offer residents the opportunity to live, work, shop and play within the larger City 
Center area. This Character Area includes a mixture of housing types and residential densities, integrated 
with a number of goods and services, especially in the downtown core. Buildings typically stand multiple 
stories often with residential units above storefronts or other pedestrian activity. Parking is satisfied 
using on-street parking, structured parking, or shared rear-lot parking strategies. An interconnected 
network of walkable streets connects the neighborhood to the downtown core.

CC

Primary Land Uses

• Mixture of residential types

• Office

• Lodging

• Retail and personal service

Development Policy

• City Center should serve as the physical and visual focus for the City and include both residential 
and commercial developments with parks, municipal services, and preservation of historic 
structures and areas, with cultural, entertainment and pedestrian amenities for its residents 

• The thoroughfare character should be urban and very walkable

• Buildings to be constructed closer to the roadways to promote the pedestrian experience

• Incorporate a comprehensive network of open space throughout to accommodate small parks, 
gathering places and community gardens; preserve tree stands; and help reduce stormwater 
runoff

• The Urban Transition and Downtown land areas should have a pedestrian connection to unite the 
two urban areas of the City Center

• Public art should be incorporated into new construction and re-development projects throughout 
the City Center

Character Area
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Historic Chesterfi eld

An area with historic buildings including several residential properties on the south side of Old 
Chesterfield Road. This area of the city would be well suited for the creation of an artisan district where 
local artists would be invited to locate and where the arts could be celebrated or a farmers market 
providing for local produce and goods.

CC

Primary Land Uses

• Mixed-Use buidings

• Small scale retail

• Multi-family residential 

Development Policy

• City Center should serve as the physical and visual focus for the City and include both residential 
and commercial developments with parks, municipal services, and preservation of historic 
structures and areas, with cultural, entertainment and pedestrian amenities for its residents

• Revitalization should lend itself to pedestrian comfort and safety

• Preservation of historic buildings in which parking lots are relegated to the back of buildings in 
order to ensure a walkable place

• Public art should be incorporated into new construction and re-development projects throughout 
the City Center

• Buildings to be constructed closer to the roadways to promote the pedestrian experience

• New architecture will be reviewed for contextual sensitivity of the designated Character Area

Character Area
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