AMERICAN PROMISE
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RESOLUTION TALK DOCUMENTATION

80% of Americans Want to Overturn Citizens United v. FEC to
Keep Big Money Out of Politics
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Among self-described
liberals, conservatives, and
moderates, 80 percent say
the decision should be
overturned.

SOURCE:
Bloomberg Politics, 9/28/15

200 MOST POLITICALLY ACTIVE COMPANIES

IN AMERICA “CASH IN” INFLUENCE

$4,400,000,000,000
(4.4 Trillion)

$5,800,000,000
($5.8 Billion)
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“After examining 14 million records, including data on campaign contributions, lobbying expenditures, federal
budget allocations and spending, we found that, on average, for every dollar spent on influencing politics, the
nation’s most politically active corporations received $760 [$758] from the government. The $4.4 trillion total
represents two-thirds of the $6.5 trillion that individual taxpayers paid into the federal treasury.

SOURCE: Allison, Bill and Harkins, Sarah. (2014, November 17). Fixed Fortunes: Biggest Corporate Political
Interests, Spend Billions, Get Trillions. Retrieved from https://sunlightfoundation.com/2014/11/17/fixed-
fortunes-biggest-corporate-political-interests-spend-billions-get-trillions/
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of the Time the Better-Financed
91% of the time the better- Candidate Wins. Don’t Act Surprised.

financed candidate wins. WiRtlmgron Rabn
Don't act surprised.

By Wesley Lowery April 4, 2014

19 STATES - NEARLY 800 CITIES & TOWNS

® PASSED LOCAL RESOLUTION TO OVERTURN CITIZENS UNITED @  LOCAL ACTION GROUPS FORMED

PASSED STATE RESOLUTION OR APPROVED LETTER STATE RESOLUTION INTRODUCED, o NOSTATE LEGISLATION
CALLING ON CONGRESS TO OVERTURN CITIZENS UNITED BUT NOT PASSED YET FES O INTRODUCED YET

SOURCE:
States, cities and towns listed here: http://united4thepeople.org/state-and-local-support-2/

For more information: www.americanpromise.net
Or, contact Jenny Potashnick at americanpromise.stl@gmail.com



RESOLUTION CALLING UPON THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS TO PROPOSE AND
SEND TO THE STATES FOR RATIFICATION A CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT TO
RESTORE CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS AND FAIR ELECTIONS TO THE PEOPLE

WHEREAS, Fair and free elections are essential to democracy and effective self-governance; and
WHEREAS, Campaign finance laws, including limits on campaign contributions, are key tools to
combating political corruption; and

WHEREAS, The Supreme Court rulings in Citizens United v. Federal Elections Commission, 130 S.Ct.
876 (2010) and related cases overturned campaign finance laws and other democratically enacted laws by
finding that spending money to influence elections is protected by the Free Speech Clause of the First
Amendment, and that corporations have many of the same constitutional rights as people; and

WHEREAS, Justice John Paul Stevens, writing on behalf of the four dissenting justices in Citizens
United, noted that "corporations help structure and facilitate the activities of human beings, to be sure,
and their 'personhood’ often serves as a useful legal fiction. But they are not themselves members of "'We
the People’ by whom and for whom our Constitution was established;" and

WHEREAS, Restricting the ability of Congress and the States to impose legal limits on political
contributions and spending allows corporations and wealthy individuals to unduly influence elections,
candidate selection, and policy decisions, and drowns the voices of ordinary citizens; and

WHEREAS, Article V of the United States Constitution empowers and obligates the people and States of
the United States of America to use the Constitutional amendment process to correct those egregiously
wrong decisions of the United States Supreme Court that go to the heart of our democracy and republican
form of self-government; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, That we, the members of the Chesterfield City Council, call upon the United States
Congress to propose and send to the states for ratification a Constitutional amendment to make clear that
Congress and the States shall have the power to regulate and set limits on all election contributions and
expenditures; and the rights protected by the Constitution are the rights of natural persons; that
corporations are subject to sound regulation by the people through the legislative process so long as the
regulations are consistent with the powers of Congress and the States and do not limit freedom of the
press; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a suitable copy of this resolution be prepared and submitted to the
Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, the Minority Leader of the House of
Representatives, the Majority Leader of the United States Senate, the Minority Leader of the United
States Senate, and to each member of the Missouri Congressional delegation. (List Attached.)

Introduced this [ ] day of [ ], 2018 as attested by:
Name Name
Title Title
Name Name

Title Title



RESOLUTION COPY LIST

Copy of Resolution to Be Sent to Each of the Following:

Representative Paul Ryan

Speaker of the US House of Representatives

1233 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 20515

Senator Mitch McConnell

Majority Leader of the US Senate
317 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Senator Claire McCaskill
5850 Delmar Blvd., Ste. A
St. Louis, MO 63112

Representative William Lacy Clay, Jr.

111 8. 10th Street
Suite 24.344
St. Louis, MO 63102

Representative Blaine Luetkemeyer
113 East Pearce Boulevard
Wentzville, MO 63385

Representative Emanuel Cleaver
101 W. 31 Street
Kansas City, MO 64108

Representative Billy Long
3232 E. Ridgeview St.
Springfield, MO 65804

Representative Nancy Pelosi

Minority Leader of the US House of Representatives

233 Cannon H.O.B.
Washington, DC 205135

Senator Chuck Schumer

Minority Leader of the US Senate

322 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C, 20510

Senator Roy Blunt
7700 Bonhomme Ave, #315
Clayton, MO 63105

Representative Ann Wagner
301 Sovereign Court

Suite 201

Ballwin, MO 63011

Representative Vicky Hartzler
2415 Carter Lane, Svite 4
Columbia, MO 65201

Representative Sam Graves
906 Broadway, PO Box 364
Hannibal, MO 63401

Representative Jason T. Smith
22 East Columbia Street
Farmington, MO 63640



