














Memorandum  
Planning & Development Services Division 

 

To:  Planning and Public Works Committee 

 
From: Jessica Henry, Project Planner 
 

Date:  December 4, 2015 
 

RE:  Unified Development Code Article 4 Tree Preservation and 
Landscape Requirements—Street Tree Updates 

 
Summary 

In conjunction with the revised Street Tree Policy being presented by the Public 
Works Director and City Arborist, updates to Article 4 Tree Preservation and 

Landscape Requirements of the Unified Development Code (UDC) are necessary. The 
proposed updates serve to align the UDC with the proposed Street Tree Policy; no 
other updates apart from those related to the Street Tree Policy are proposed at this 

time. 
 
Apart from minor housekeeping items, the updates can be summarized as follows: 

 

 Conceptual Landscape Plans are no longer necessary; 

 Additional language pertaining to redevelopment is proposed under Section 

04-01.G (4);  

 Figure 1: Buffer Requirements under Section 04-01.K (2) has been revised to 

remove street trees from the right-of-way area; and 

 Table 4 under Section 04-01.J (4) has been revised to reflect the updated 

location for street trees. 

Attached to this report please find a redline version of the individual pages of the 
Unified Development Code where updates are proposed. 

 
Respectfully submitted,    
      

 
Jessica Henry, AICP 

Project Planner 

 
Attachment 

1. Draft Code Updates 

 

II. A 
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D. Overview of Submittal Process. 

Development 
Process 

Plan Submittal Staff Action 
Decision Making 

Authority 

Zoning Map 
Amendment or 

Special Procedure 

Tree Stand 
Delineation (TSD) 

Review/Recommendation 
 

N/A 
 

Site Development 
Concept Plan 

TSD, Tree 
Preservation Plan 
(TPP), Conceptual 
Landscape Plan 

Review/Recommendation Planning Commission 

Site Plan/Site 
Development 

Plan/Site 
Development 
Section Plan 

TSD, TPP, 
Landscape Plan 

Review/Recommendation 
Planning Commission 

or Staff 

Special Conditions 
Request 

Mitigation Plan Review Staff 

Municipal Zoning  
Approval 

TSD, TPP (except 
where specifically 

exempted) 
Review Staff 

Grading Permit/ 
Improvement Plan 

The Approved TPP Review 

If modification 
requested is 10% or 

less:  Staff reviews and 
may approve in part or 
whole and mitigation 
may be required.  If 

modification requested 
is more than 10%:  

Planning Commission 
reviews 

Bond Release N/A 
Staff reviews site against 
approved Landscape Plan 

and TPP 
Staff 

E. Protection of Public or Private Trees.  

 It is unlawful for any person to attach any sign, advertisement, notice, 
fence or any other man-made object to any tree in the public right-of-way, 
park or any other City property.  Exceptions:  temporary devices used for 
normal installation or maintenance of planted trees or as permitted by the 
City of Chesterfield. 

 It is unlawful for any person to damage, cut down, destroy, top or injure 
any tree without first obtaining the necessary approval from the City of 
Chesterfield.  If any tree, shrub or plant is damaged, removed, or destroyed 
without first acquiring approval from the City of Chesterfield, this shall 
constitute a violation of Section 04-02 of this Article and a fine shall be 
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assessed based upon the value and number of each tree, shrub or plant 
which was removed, damaged, or destroyed.  Tree values shall be based 
on procedures in “Guide for Plant Appraisal,” latest edition, published by 
the International Society of Arboriculture. Monies collected from fines will 
be placed in the Tree Preservation Account in accordance with Section 04-
02.M. of this Article. 

a.) Trees may not be removed from any “Common Open Space” or 
“Greenspace Preservation Area” unless authorized by the City of 
Chesterfield. 

b.) This provision shall not apply to any ordinary care and maintenance 
or removal of hazardous trees or tree parts by a governmental 
entity or its designee authorized to exercise jurisdiction over the 
right-of-way, park or other infrastructure, public property, or to 
provide regular road maintenance. 

 The Planning and Development Services Director has the authority to order 
the removal of trees or shrubs on private property which may endanger 
life, health, safety, or property of the public. 

a.) Removal shall be done by owners at their expense within 60 days 
after the date of notice served. 

b.) Disposal of trees with communicable diseases shall be performed in 
a manner which prevents the spread of disease. 

c.) In the event the owners fail to comply with such provisions, the City 
shall have the authority to remove such trees and charge the costs 
of removal as well as any costs for fees to record or release any 
lien and reasonable administrative costs, as a special assessment 
represented by a special tax bill against the real property affected, 
and shall be filed by the City Clerk and deemed a personal debt 
against the property owner and shall remain a lien on the property 
until paid. 

 The Public Works Director may authorize the removal of street trees in the 
public rights-of-way for public or private construction projects. 

 When deemed appropriate due to the nature of the existing vegetation on 
the site, the City may require the Applicant to provide a landscape or 
forestry study by an Independent Tree Specialist. 

F. Tree Stand Delineation (TSD). 

 Purpose.  The purpose of the TSD is to provide a general accounting of 
existing vegetation so that a conceptual design of the proposed 
development can be done. 
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may be required to submit a letter stating the acreage, the work proposed 
and that no tree mass is being disturbed.  If there are trees on site, a 
partial TSD and partial TPP is acceptable. 

 Criteria.  The following items are required on a TPP: 

a.) A minimum 30% of any wooded area shall be maintained as 
protected wooded area without disturbing the roots of trees within 
the protected wooded area. 

b.) The Applicant shall save tree groupings within wooded areas to 
maintain the trees’ structural integrity and natural aesthetics. 

c.) The Applicant shall not include any trees or wooded area in building 
areas, in areas with proposed or existing utilities, or rights-of-way 
as "preserved" or "protected" to satisfy the canopy coverage 
requirements. 

d.) In order to minimize interference with overhead utility lines, all 
trees located within existing and proposed easements that are 
anticipated to include overhead utility lines, shall be removed by 
the Applicant, so as to limit the potential for damage to utility 
distribution facilities.  Specific trees and landscaping materials may 
be retained if, as approved by the Planning and Development 
Services Director, they will not damage or interfere with the delivery 
of utility service at normal mature height. 

d.)e.) In order to eliminate ongoing maintenance needs for trees located 
in public ROW, all trees located in existing and proposed ROW shall 
be removed by the applicant.  Specific trees and landscaping 
materials may be retained as approved by the Planning and 
Development Services Director. 

 Plan Requirements.  The following is a list of all items and information that 
must be included in the TPP. 

a.) Provide detailed description and location of individual and groups 
of trees to be preserved and the proposed protection measures. 

b.) Plan must be at the same scale as the site plan or grading plan. 

c.) Signed and sealed by a Missouri Landscape Architect. 

d.) Table listing the following: 

(1) The total site area. 

(2) The existing tree canopy coverage, excluding the area in 
easements, and rights-of-way,  with and under overhead 
utility lines  as described in Section 04-02.G.4 of this Article. 
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published by the International Society of Arboriculture.  Monies collected 
from fines will be placed in the Tree Preservation Account in accordance 
with Section 04-02.M. of this Article. 

 Should any tree die, or be damaged beyond repair, as a result of grading 
or construction within a two (2) year period after cessation of grading or 
completion of the required improvements, whichever is less, the Applicant 
shall be responsible for replacing the tree.  Failure to replace shall 
constitute default and the City of Chesterfield shall be entitled to proceed 
against the tree protection surety. 

 Refer to Section 04-02.L. of this Article for Surety and Escrow Procedures. 

J. Plant Selections.  

 All trees shall be selected from the City of Chesterfield Tree List provided 
in this Article.   

 All trees within five eight (58) feet of existing or proposed rights-of-way or 
public sidewalks shall be taken from the Street Tree category in the City of 
Chesterfield Tree List. 

 A variety of trees from the City of Chesterfield Tree List must be utilized so 
that there is a mix of tree species, growth rate, and tree size. 

 A minimum of 30% of the trees must be of a species with a slow or medium 
growth rate. 

 For projects in which more than 50 trees will be installed, a variety of tree 
species within each category of deciduous, evergreen, and ornamental 
trees must be utilized.  Each of the three categories shall provide a 
minimum of 20% of the total trees to be planted.  No more than 20% of 
the trees selected shall be from the same species. For projects that require 
only street trees, no one species shall comprise more than 20% of the total 
trees to be planted. 

K. Landscape Proposals. 

Landscape plans must be submitted to the Department in conjunction with a 
proposed development or redevelopment.  A Conceptual Landscape Plan must be 
submitted with the Site Development Concept Plans. 

 Landscape Plan Requirements.  The information to be submitted as a part 
of the landscape plan shall include but not be limited to the following: 

a.) The landscape plan shall be of the same size and scale as the 
applicable site plan(s) submitted to the City. 

b.) The landscape plan shall be produced by a Missouri Landscape 
Architect, whose name and seal are attached. 
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c.) Trees shall be selected from the City of Chesterfield Tree List. 

d.) All proposed deciduous trees and ornamental trees shall be a 
minimum caliper of two-and-one-half (2.5) inches, and evergreen 
trees shall be a minimum of six (6) feet in height.  

e.) Tree locations, species, and numbers shall be identified on the 
scaled drawing.  A Conceptual Landscape Plan only indicates the 
proposed landscaping along arterial and collector roadways. 

f.) Trees shall be selected according to Section 04-02.J. of this Article. 

g.) Elevations and plan views of proposed landscaping shall be 
provided as requested by the City of Chesterfield. 

h.) The landscape plan shall include a legend identifying the symbols 
for the various types of trees. 

i.) The landscape plan shall show the location of any easements or 
utilities. 

j.) Protection measures must be identified around all trees required to 
be retained. 

k.) The landscape plan shall list the percentage of open space in 
relation to total area of the site. 

l.) The landscape plan shall include a summary table for all plant 
materials listing Common and Scientific name and variety, 
Deciduous, Evergreen or Ornamental, Quantity, Maturity, Height 
and Caliper. 

m.) Plant selection shall comply with all other applicable Sections of the 
UDC. 

 Landscape Buffers, Setbacks, Berms or Walls. 

a.) Landscape buffers are required per the criteria set forth in Table 2 
below.  Landscape buffers shall contain a combination of deciduous 
trees, evergreen trees, ornamental trees and shrubs and should 
enhance and preserve native vegetation. 
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Figure 1: Buffer Requirements 
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(3) Vehicular areas along a collector or arterial roadway shall 
have a minimum landscape setback of 30 feet from existing 
or proposed rights-of-way lines. 

(4) Parking islands are not required to have a tree in instances 
where the adjacent parking spaces are within 50 feet of a 
tree in other areas of the development. 

(5) Trees planted in parking islands at no time shall block the 
required sight lines for motorists. 

 Street Trees, Shrubs and Plantings. 

a.) The use of street trees and shrubs in landscaping for residential and 
non-residential developments shall adhere to the requirements set 
forth by Table 4 in this Article. Acceptable street trees for residential 
and non-residential subdivisions are included in the City of 
Chesterfield Tree List provided in this Article and may be amended 
by Council Policy as needed. 

b.) The Planning and Development Services Director may require that 
street trees be provided for all public streets within and adjacent to 
any proposed development where insufficient street trees presently 
exist.  Proper approvals and permits must be obtained from the 
applicable agency.  Planting locations will be guided by 
specifications found herein. 

 

TABLE 4:  Street Tree Placement for Residential and Non-Residential Developments 

Frontage Requirement  

A minimum of one (1) street tree for every 40 feet of lot 
frontage for single family subdivisions and 50 feet of 
street frontage for multi-family subdivisions, including 
common land, and non-residential subdivisions. 

Size Requirement 
Street trees shall be at least two-and-one-half (2 ½) 
inches in caliper. 

Species Utilized 
A maximum of 20% of one species may be utilized for 
street trees.  

Location to right-of-way 

Street trees shall be located  along lot frontage, outside 
of the right-of-way, no greater than eight (8) feet from 
the right-of-way. within a street right-of-way unless so 
approved by variance.  

Location to curb and 
sidewalks 

Street trees shall not be planted closer than three (3) 
feet to any curbfour (4) feet from any sidewalk. 

Location to street lights, 
street signs, and intersections 

Street trees shall not be placed within 25 feet of street 
lights, street signs and intersections. 

Location to street inlets or 
manholes. 

No trees shall be planted within ten (10) feet of street 
inlets or manholes. 
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