
Notice of Public Hearing 
City of Chesterfield 

Board of Adjustment 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Adjustment of the City of Chesterfield will hold a Public 
Hearing on Thursday, November 6, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers at the City of 
Chesterfield City Hall, 690 Chesterfield Parkway West, Chesterfield, Missouri 63017. 
 
The Board will consider the following: 
 

B.A. 10-2008 16860 Chesterfield Airport Road (Ethan Allen Retail, Inc): A request for a variance 
from City of Chesterfield Zoning Ordinance Section 1003.168C.3(2)(a) to permit a free-standing 
building in a “PC” Planned Commercial District-zoned development to have two (2) attached 
business signs on one (1) exterior wall.  (17T240265) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All interested parties are invited to appear and be heard at the hearing. 
 
Copies of the request are available for review at the City Government Center Monday through Friday, from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  If you should need additional information about this project, please contact Annissa 
McCaskill-Clay, Lead Senior Planner via telephone at 636-537-4737 or by email at 
amccaskill@chesterfield.mo.us 
 
City of Chesterfield 
 
 
Annissa McCaskill-Clay, AICP 
Lead Senior Planner 



 
 
 

 
  

690 Chesterfield Pkwy W  ●  Chesterfield MO 63017-0760 
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October 28, 2008 

 

Board of Adjustment         
690 Chesterfield Parkway West 
Chesterfield, MO 63017 

 

Re: B.A. 10-2008 16860 Chesterfield Airport Road (Ethan Allen Retail, 
Inc): A request for a variance from City of Chesterfield Zoning Ordinance 
Section 1003.168C.3(2)(a) to permit a free-standing building in a “PC” 
Planned Commercial District-zoned development to have two (2) attached 
business signs on one (1) exterior wall.  (17T240265) 

 

Dear Board Members: 
 

Ethan Allen Retail Inc. has submitted for review a request to the Board of 
Adjustment for the above-mentioned variance.  In review of the petitioner’s 
request, the Department of Planning submits the following report: 
 

Background 

� The subject parcel is located within Chesterfield Commons East at 16860 
Chesterfield Airport Road and has frontages along Chesterfield Airport 
Road, THF Boulevard and Chesterfield Commons East Drive.  

� This parcel was zoned “NU” Non-Urban District prior to incorporation of 
the City of Chesterfield.   

� On August 7th 2000, the City of Chesterfield adopted ordinance 1653 
which changed the boundaries of a NU Non-Urban District to a PC 
planned Commercial District for a 52.4 acre tract of land located on the 
East side of Boone’s Crossing, South side of Chesterfield Airport Road 
and North of the St. Louis, Kansas City and Colorado Railroads. 

� On October 4th 2004, The City of Chesterfield approved ordinance 2128 
which amended previous ordinances creating a PC Planned Commercial 
District for a 61.984 acre tract of land located south of Chesterfield Airport 
Road, East of Chesterfield Commons Drive, West of Chesterfield 
Commons East Drive and North of Edison Ave.  Per Ordinance 2128, 
signage for the site is per the City of Chesterfield Zoning Ordinance.  

IV. A. 
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� On September 3, 2008, an application for a second sign on the front 

elevation was rejected by the City of Chesterfield.   

� Section 1003.168E.2(3)(a) of the Zoning Ordinance states: 

“For a business being the sole occupant of a building located on a corner 
lot or a lot with double frontage, said business may have one (1) attached 
business sign on any three (3) walls of a building that are exterior walls.” 

 
Petitioner’s Request  
 
See the petitioner’s attached Application to the Board of Adjustment for Variance.  
 

Approval Criteria 

1. In order to grant a variance, there must be proof that the applicant did 
not bring the burden upon himself through some action, but instead 
had the burden imposed on him. 

 
2. An individual cannot create a situation and then claim he needs a 

variance.  Wolfner v. Board of Adjustment of City of Warson Woods, 
114 S.W.3d 298 (Mo.App.E.D.,2003).   

 
3. The burden of proving the elements is on the applicant.   

 
4. Missouri Revised Statute Chapter 89.090 requires that a Board of 

Adjustment may only grant variances when the applicant has 
established the necessary “practical difficulties or unnecessary 
hardship” and when “the spirit of the ordinance shall be observed, 
public safety and welfare secured and substantial justice done.”   

 
5. Section 2-216 of the City of Chesterfield Municipal Code states that the 

Board of Adjustment shall have the following powers: 
 

“To permit a variation in the yard requirements of any zoning district or the 
building or setback lines from major highways as provided by law where 
there are practical difficulties or unnecessary hardships in the carrying out 
of these provisions due to an irregular shape of the lot, topographical or 
other conditions, provided that such variance will not seriously affect any 
adjoining property or the general welfare of the public;” 
 
6. Section 2-216 (5) of the City of Chesterfield Municipal Code states 

that,  
 

“In making its decision, the Board must be satisfied that the granting of 
such a variance will not merely serve as a convenience to the applicant 
but will alleviate some demonstrable and unusual hardship or difficulty 
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which is unique to the petitioner in his use, so great as to warrant a 
variation form the sign regulations as established by the City of 
Chesterfield Zoning Code or Zoning Ordinance enacted by the City of 
Chesterfield and at the same time place conditions upon said variance, if 
necessary, so that the surrounding property will be properly protected.” 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
 
Annissa G. McCaskill-Clay, AICP 
Lead Senior Planner 
 
 
Exhibits: 
 

1. City of Chesterfield Zoning Ordinance (not in packet) 
2. Notice of Publication 
3. Affidavit of Publication (not in packet) 
4. Staff Report 
5. Petitioner’s Application 

i. Application to Board of Adjustment 
ii. Rejected Application  

6. City of Chesterfield Zoning Ordinance Section 1003.168C with pertinent 
section highlighted.  

 
 

 
 












































