










Membership

The Municipal League of Metro St. Louis is a
wholly owned instrumentality of its member
municipalities.  Regular membership is limited
to the municipalities wholly or partly within
the County, St. Louis County government and
the City of St. Louis.  Other entities may join
as Associate Members.  A vast majority of
municipalities are members.

Reference Services

The League serves as a reference center for
information covering a wide variety of topics.
Extensive files and a reference library enable
members to obtain copies of model
ordinances, current reports, court decisions,
etc.  The League staff collects data,
particularly recent revenue figures, which are,
in turn, made available to the membership.
Technical queries are forwarded to
experienced officials in various specialty areas
for detailed answers.

Informational Training

The League sponsors or co-sponsors special
seminars and workshops on matters of current
interest.  Program topics have included
training for newly elected officials, municipal
redistricting, neighborhood preservation tax
credits, open meetings law, setting property
tax rates and personnel disciplinary processes.

Communications

Publications include a monthly Newsletter,
which features brief items of timely
importance, and an annual Directory of
Municipal Officials of St. Louis County.
Legislative updates are sent to members every
Friday during the legislative session.

Representation/Lobbying

A major objective of the League is to present
the views of members to County, State, and
Federal governing bodies and agencies.  After
the membership formulates its legislative
agenda, the League promotes the policies
before the General Assembly and assures that
concerns are communicated to legislators.
The League monitors all legislative actions,
maintains a computer link with Jefferson City
to provide members with quick comprehensive
reporting, and reviews every bill introduced in
the legislature.

Membership Surveys

The League has conducted surveys of the
membership on a number of topics including
business licenses, municipal parks and
recreation programs, salt storage facilities,
computer usage, solid waste programs, and
worker’s compensation insurance costs.  This
information is used to develop training
programs and co-ops, or simply to share
methods and ideas among members.

Municipal Finance

Strong municipalities require stable finances.
The League works hard to create and preserve
the tools necessary to pay for modern services.
This may take the form of local option taxes and
fees or a fair share of state or federal taxes.
Among other issues, the League:
· Worked for municipal authority to enact
capital improvements sales tax, parks and
stormwater tax, the use tax, and a regional parks
tax with a local component.
· Filed an amicus brief against the property
tax freeze statutes in a successful case to allow
inflationary growth.
· Led efforts to settle legal challenges with
cell phone companies to ensure that cities would
receive back taxes and future taxes.

New Challenges
Periodically, technical advances, court decisions
or other factors require adaptation.  The League
calls its members together to adopt policies
dealing with major changes, such as
telecommunication deregulation.  Model policies
or ordinances are created reflecting the values of
the League members.

Environment
· Coordinated application with Missouri
Department of Natural Resources resulting in an
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block
Grant for 15 member municipalities.
· Coordinated with County Health
Department to allocate recycling carts to cities.

· In partnership with the County, and State,
promoted stormwater bond issues with a
municipal component offering grants to cities.

Governmental Structure
and Boundaries
· Promoted the plan for a Boundary
Commission to oversee orderly incorporation,
rather than forced boundary changes and worked
with St. Louis County for mutual modifications.

Federal Issues
· Contacted federal elected
officials and local agencies on the impact of the
Intermodal Transportation Act, Americans with
Disabilities Act, Mandatory Drug Testing and
Telecommunication reforms.
· Worked with appropriate officials to
eliminate or reduce the municipal costs
associated with the Federal Clean Water Act.
· Annually, the League works with other
governments in the region to prioritize
transportation funding.
· The League encourages MODOT, East-
West Gateway, Bi-State and others to assemble
teams of municipal officials to ensure that local
issues are included in discussions regarding
major highways, Metrolink and trails.

Public Safety
· Led the successful ballot initiative to
authorize a countywide sales tax to construct and
maintain an interoperable communications
system and provide upgrades to the County’s
emergency siren system.
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Affiliations

The League maintains a working
relationship with many organizations due
to their interest in municipal government.
The League also works closely with the
Missouri Municipal League.  Regionally,
the League represents the membership on
the Boards of the East-West Gateway
Council of Governments and other
metropolitan and county-wide agencies
and groups seeking input from the
municipal perspective.
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Mission

The mission of the Municipal League of
Metro St. Louis is to provide a vehicle for
cooperation in formulating and promoting
municipal policy at the Federal, State, and
local levels for the purpose of enhancing
the welfare and common destiny of
municipalities and citizens.  The League
will provide effective leadership and
decision-making in a regional context
through facilitation with other
organizations and systems.  Furthermore,
the League will offer timely assistance to
members by researching and
disseminating information on topics of
importance.

Since its creation in 1918 by six St. Louis County municipalities, the
Municipal League’s goals have been to strengthen the quality of
municipal government in the St. Louis metropolitan area; to provide a
cooperative vehicle for joint action and representation of the needs of
municipal governments to County, State and Federal officials and
agencies; and to assist member governments in their efforts to solve
problems of contemporary urban life.  Today, League members represent
over 94% of the population of St. Louis County.  Both St. Louis County
Government and the City of St. Louis are full members of the League.

The Municipal League of Metro St. Louis is a county-wide,
nonpartisan, voluntary, not-for-profit corporation.  The League develops
positions through an extensive committee structure.  General
membership meetings are held each year at which programs of municipal
interest are presented and League policy is debated and decided by all
members.  The membership elects an Executive Board, which consists of
the President, Vice President, Finance Chairman and seven other
members, all of whom must hold an elected position within their
respective municipalities. Past presidents also serve on the Board while
still in office. A staff of three employees manages the day-to-day
activities of the League.
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