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Memorandum  

Planning & Development Services Division 
 

To:  Planning and Public Works Committee 

 

From:  Jonathan Raiche, Senior Planner 

 

Date:  August 20, 2015 

 

RE:  TSP 49-2015 Sprint (1850 Baxter Rd): A request to obtain approval for a 

Telecommunications Facility Siting Permit for the replacement of an existing tower 

with a new tower in an “NU” Non-Urban District located southeast of the intersection 

of Baxter Road and Cedar Mill Drive (19S220028). 

 

Summary 

Crown Castle on behalf of Sprint has submitted a request for a Telecommunications Siting Permit 

(TSP) for the above referenced property.  The proposed TSP is for the removal and replacement of 

an existing wooden monopole with a new galvanized steel monopole to allow tenants on the tower to 

enhance their network equipment on the tower. This new structure is proposed inside the existing 

fenced area approximately 10 feet from the current location of the existing monopole.  The new pole 

will have a maximum structure height of 99’ with antennas that reach up to 101’ which is comparable 

to the existing structure height of 100’.  The applicant is currently proposing two (2) antenna arrays 

each with three (3) antennas to be installed on the structure with its initial installation.  All associated 

ground mounted equipment will remain in the same general location with adjustments made to 

accommodate the new tower.  An aerial photo and site photo are seen below indicating the existing 

conditions of the site. 

 

 
Figure 1: Aerial Photo 
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Figure 2. Site Photo – North and East Facades 

 

Discussion 

Since the applicant is proposing an entirely new structure to replace the existing structure at this 

location, the site must receive a TSP as required by the Unified Development Code (UDC).  The UDC 

also requires that any TSP which involves the installation of a new tower must go through the Public 

Hearing process.  A Public Hearing was held at the August 10, 2015 Planning Commission meeting.  

The only speakers on the item were representatives of the applicant and no issues were raised at this 

Public Hearing.  Per the UDC, final approval of the TSP will be issued by the City Council. 

 

The subject site is owned by Missouri American Water and contains equipment for their utility 

services as seen in Figure 2.  This site is also located adjacent to a large Ameren easement which 

contains large overhead power lines.  The Ameren towers are larger and much more visible than the 

existing and proposed telecommunication monopole.  Because the proposed structure will be 

structurally stronger, it will actually increase the ability for the applicant to provide collocation 

opportunities to other servers.  This practice of collocation is highly encouraged by the City’s UDC. 

 

Staff has reviewed the request and finds that the applicant’s proposal adheres to all UDC regulations 

as well as all applicable FAA and FCC regulations.  Staff has no concerns with the proposal.  After 

receiving a recommendation from the Planning and Public Works Committee, this request will be 

forwarded to the City Council for review.  Attached please find a copy of the construction plans. 

 

Respectfully submitted,    

     
 Jonathan D. Raiche, AICP       

Senior Planner 

 

cc. Aimee Nassif, Planning and Development Services Director 
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