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Planning Commission Staff Report 
 

Project Type:  Amended Lighting Plan  
 
Meeting Date:  March 24, 2014   
 
From:   Jessica Henry   
   Project Planner   
 
Location: 333 East Chesterfield Center  
 
Applicant: Drury Development Corporation 
 
Description: Drury Plaza Hotel (Hyatt Place): An Amended Lighting Plan for a 4.85 acre tract of 

land zoned “PC” Planned Commercial District located adjacent to Chesterfield Mall 
at the intersection of Clarkson Road and U.S. Highway 40/Interstate 64.    

 
 

PROPOSAL SUMMARY 
The Drury Development Corporation has submitted an Amended Lighting Plan for the Hyatt Place Hotel 
that was recently constructed on the Drury Plaza Hotel site. The reason for the request is to seek approval 
of a modification to the pole mounted parking lot fixtures that was made during the construction of the 
hotel.  
 
HISTORY OF SUBJECT SITE 
The subject tract was originally a series of four parcels of land.  Three of the lots faced Chesterfield Center 
East and were zoned “C8” Planned Commercial District by St. Louis County in the 1970’s prior to the City’s 
incorporation. The fourth parcel was zoned “NU” Non-Urban District and was created from right-of-way 
when Highway 40 and Clarkson Road were relocated in the 1980’s.  In 2002, a request was made to rezone 
the properties to a “PC” Planned Commercial District which became Ordinance 1899.  A Site Development 
Plan was then approved in 2003 for the first phase of the project with an 11 story hotel.   
 
In 2005, Ordinance 1899 was repealed and replaced with a new Ordinance 2173.  That request made 
changes to the number of seats allowed in the restaurant, decreased one of the structure setbacks and 
changed the amount of the approved parking reduction.  Following the Ordinance Amendment, an 
Amended Site Development Plan was approved for the second phase of the project for the restaurant on 
the site.   
 
In 2006, Ordinance 2173 was amended by Ordinance 2281 to allow for the placement of disguised 
communications antennae.  In 2011, Ordinances 2281 and 2173 were repealed and Ordinance 2663 was 
approved which amended the requirements for the number of hotel rooms and the landscape 
requirements.    
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In 2012, a Site Development Plan was approved by City Council and construction on the eight story 145 
room Hyatt Place Hotel began later that year. 
 
Land Use and Zoning of Surrounding Properties 
 

Direction Land Use Zoning 

North Drury Plaza Hotel “PC” Planned Commercial District 

South Chesterfield Village Mall “C8” Planned Commercial District 

East Mercy Health Systems “UC” Urban Core District 

West Chesterfield Village Mall “C8” Planned Commercial District 

 

 
 
STAFF ANALYSIS 
Zoning 
The subject site is currently zoned “PC” Planned Commercial District under the terms and conditions of City 
of Chesterfield Ordinance Number 2663. The submittal was reviewed against the requirements of 
Ordinance Number 2663, the Lighting Ordinance and all other applicable sections of the City Code. 
 
Lighting  
A Lighting Plan was approved with the Site Development Section Plan in January of 2012. The Lighting Plan 
showed seven single head pole mounted light fixtures to be installed in the parking area. However, during a 
routine construction inspection, Staff noted that five of the fixtures included a second directional light 
fixture intended to up light the three primary building elevations, as shown in the 3D/Isometric Lighting 
Plan included in the Applicant’s submittal. The City of Chesterfield Lighting Ordinance states that “parking 
lot lighting shall be full shielded flat-lens enclosed luminaires.” 

Subject 
Site 

Drury Plaza 

Hotel 

Chesterfield 

Mall 
Mercy Health 

Systems 
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As the installed light fixtures do not meet these criteria, the Applicant is seeking an exemption as permitted 
by the City of Chesterfield Lighting Ordinance which states: 
 
 “The Planning Commission may approve decorative light fixtures as an alternative to shielded fixtures when 
it can be proven that there will be no off-site glare light trespass in excess of .5 foot candle and the proposed 
fixtures will improve the appearance of the site.” 
 

 

 

 
Light fixture approved in 2012  Directional light fixture head added during construction 

It is important to note that there is no change in light levels from the Lighting Plan previously approved 
by City Council in 2012. As stated in the Applicant’s narrative, the intent of the lighting design is to provide 
uniformity and continuity between the adjacent Drury Plaza Hotel and the newly constructed Hyatt Place 
Hotel. The directional up lights provide illumination of the façade of the building without excessive sky glow 
or light spill over, as demonstrated by the 3D/Isometric Lighting Plan. 
 

 
Hyatt Place Hotel as seen from Clarkson Road 
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East Façade of Hyatt Place Hotel 

DEPARTMENT INPUT 
After reviewing the Amended Lighting Plan, Staff does not have any outstanding comments on the request.  
Staff would support a recommendation for approval of the request if the Planning Commission finds that 
the request conforms to the City of Chesterfield Lighting Ordinance requirement that the fixture design 
“will improve the appearance of the site” as discussed on page three of this report. 
 
MOTION 
The following options are provided to the Planning Commission for consideration relative to this 
application: 
 

1) “I move to approve (or deny) the Amended Lighting Plan for the Drury Plaza Hotel, Hyatt Place.  
 

2) “I move to approve the Amended Lighting Plan for the Drury Plaza Hotel, Hyatt place, with the 
following conditions…” (Conditions may be added, eliminated, altered or modified) 

 
CC: Aimee Nassif, Planning and Development Services Director 
 

Attachments: Applicant’s Narrative 
Amended Lighting Plan 

  3D/Isometric Light Plan 
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