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Architectural Review Board Staff Report 
 

Project Type:  Amended Site Plan   
 
Meeting Date:  February 12, 2015 
 
From:   Jessica Henry   
   Project Planner 
 
Cc:   Aimee Nassif, Planning & Development Services Director 
 
Location: 1173 Pompeii Drive 
 
Applicant:  Nova Group, LLC on behalf of Gershman Comm. R.E. 
 
Description: Forum Apartments: An Amended Site Plan, Landscape Plan, Lighting Plan, 

Architectural Elevations and an Architect's Statement of Design for a 6.9 acre 
tract of land zoned “R-6A” and “R-7” Residence District located north of the 
intersection of Coliseum Drive and Woods Mill Road. 

 

 
 
PROPOSAL SUMMARY 
The request is for a 3,222 square foot club house building located within the Forum Apartments 
development. The subject site is a multi-family apartment complex zoned “R-6A” and “R-7” Residential 
District and was constructed in 1972 according to St. Louis County property records. The exterior 
building materials of the club house will be comprised of EIFS, brick, and a clay tile mansard roof all to 
match the existing architecture of the development.  
 
HISTORY OF SUBJECT SITE 
St. Louis County approved a rezoning from the “R-2” Residence District to the “R-7” Residence District 
for the easternmost portion of the site in 1966. In 1972, the remaining portion of the site was rezoned 
from the “R-2” Residence District to the “R-6A” Residence District.” The development consists of 154 
apartment units. 
 
A demolition permit was issued for the original clubhouse in 2014. 

III. A. 

http://www.chesterfield.mo.us/
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STAFF ANALYSIS 
General Requirements for Site Design: 
 
A. Site Relationships        
The subject site is located to the east of the Forum West residential development and northeast of the 
Forum Center commercial development. To the west of the development is the Woodchase Apartments 
development and to the south is a mix of commercial uses, including a fueling station, retail center, and 
restaurant. 
 
The proposed clubhouse building will be sandwiched between two residential buildings in the space 
previously occupied by the original clubhouse. A new in ground swimming is proposed directly north of 
the clubhouse and an existing parking lot is directly south. No changes are proposed to any of the 
surrounding structures or parking areas as part of this request.  
 
B. Circulation System and Access        
No changes are proposed to the existing accesses and vehicular site circulation will be unaffected by the 
project as the proposed clubhouse will be located at the interior of the site. 
 
Pedestrian access and circulation around the pool and clubhouse is facilitated via well-lit concrete 
sidewalks that connect with the existing sidewalks and common areas. An accessible route from the 
accessible spaces in the south parking area to the clubhouse and pool is provided. 
 
  

Location of 

proposed 

Clubhouse & Pool 
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C. Topography        
The topography design retains the existing slope and is blended to meet the existing site elements. 
Minimal changes to the existing topography are planned and a retaining wall, discussed below, will be 
used where significant changes in slope are required. 
 
D. Retaining Walls     
Modular block walls ranging from one foot to five feet in height are proposed along the western 
elevation of the clubhouse and along the northern perimeter of the in ground pool deck. 
 
General Requirements for Building Design: 
 
A. Scale        
The applicant is proposing a building of approximately seventeen feet in height and 3,222 square feet in 
size, which is significantly smaller than the surrounding three story apartment buildings.  
 
As noted in the Architect’s Statement of Design, the entry alcove and covered walkway are designed to 
the human scale. Additionally, architectural elements, such as the window sill heights and arched 
openings, match the surrounding buildings providing a “contextual rhythm.” 
 
B. Design        
The proposed clubhouse is similar to the surrounding apartment buildings in both materials and design, 
as shown by the photos of the existing buildings provided by the applicant. The south elevation of the 
clubhouse that will be facing the parking area consists entirely of brick. The east elevation is partial 
brick, with the remaining portion, as well as the west and south elevations, to consist of EIFS. This is 
consistent with the surrounding buildings. 
 
The mansard roof includes a 40 inch parapet wall that will screen rooftop mounted mechanical 
equipment when viewed from the surrounding parking and pool deck areas. The in ground pool will be 
surrounded by a barrier fence that will be six feet in height. 
 
C. Materials and Color       
The proposed earth tone EIFS and clay roof tiles were chosen to match the existing buildings within the 
apartment complex.  
 
D. Landscape Design and Screening     
All existing landscaping is to remain and additional landscape beds will be planted along the 
northeastern perimeter of the in ground swimming pool and along the sidewalk that is proposed along 
the western elevation of the clubhouse. Two new redbud trees are proposed just north of the in ground 
swimming pool. 
 
E. Signage     
Signage is not part of the proposal before Architectural Review Board and will be reviewed by Staff.  
 
F. Lighting     
The plan proposes two pole mounted light fixtures along the eastern perimeter of the pool deck and 
eleven wall pack style light fixtures attached to the proposed clubhouse building. All fixtures are full cut-
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off, fully shielded, and are intended to provide a well-lit, safe environment for residents and users of the 
pool and clubhouse. 
 
DEPARTMENTAL INPUT 
Staff is requesting recommendations from the ARB on the Amended Site Plan, Landscape Plan, Lighting 
Plan, Architectural Elevations and Architect’s Statement of Design.  Be advised, this project is still going 
through development review by City Staff and will not be granted approval until all outstanding items 
have been addressed. All recommendations made by the ARB will be included in Staff’s ongoing review 
of the project. 
 
MOTION 
The following options are provided to the Architectural Review Board for consideration relative to this 
application: 
 
1)  “I move to recommend the Amended Site Plan, Landscape Plan, Lighting Plan, Architectural 

Elevations and Architect's Statement of Design for the Forum Apartments, as presented, for 
approval (or denial) to Staff.”  

 
2) “I move to recommend the Amended Site Plan, Landscape Plan, Lighting Plan, Architectural 

Elevations and Architect's Statement of Design for the Forum Apartments, as presented, for 
approval (or denial) to Staff with the following recommendations…”  

 
Attachments 

1. Architectural Review Packet Submittal   
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