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Memorandum  
Planning & Development Services Division 

 

To:  Planning and Public Works Committee 
 

From:  John Boyer, Senior Planner 
 

Date:  February 5, 2015 
 

RE:  T.S.P. 45-2014 Sprint (14847 Ladue Bluffs Crossing):  A request to obtain approval for a 
Telecommunications Siting Permit to accommodate three (3) new panel antennas for an 
existing monopole tower within the “NU” Non-Urban District of land located at the 
terminus of Ladue Bluffs Crossing Drive, approximately 900 feet northwest of Olive Road. 

 

Summary 
Russell Been of Cellective Solutions, LLC on behalf of Sprint (applicant) has submitted a request for a 
Telecommunications Siting Permit (TSP) for the above referenced property.  The proposed TSP is to 
accommodate three (3) additional panel antennas for an existing 165 foot tall monopole tower.  The 
antennas are planned to be located on an existing antenna platform/array of the tower located 165 feet 
above the surrounding grade.  This tower was constructed in 2002 as allowed by a Conditional Use Permit 
(CUP) 24-01, prior to the adoption of the City’s current Telecommunication requirements.  The tower is 
one of three (3) telecommunication facilities on this lot which is owned by St. Louis County and serves as 
their Emergency Operations center.  Since this tower is planning to add additional antennas, the tower 
must receive a Telecommunications Siting Permit (TSP) as required by code. 
 
 

 
      

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

III. A 

Figure 1: Aerial Photo with Tower Location 
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Discussion 
The Unified Development Code (UDC) requires that any new equipment or updates to an existing 
telecommunication facility receive a TSP or amend the existing TSP.  Since this tower was constructed prior 
to current ordinance authority via a CUP, no TSP has ever been applied for nor issued for this tower and is 
therefore considered a legal non-conforming use or also known as a grandfathered use.  The tower is 
currently compliant with the CUP approval, has no outstanding property maintenance issues nor has the 
City received any complaints on the facility. 
 
The UDC permits applications for equipment upgrades to be submitted for sites that do not currently hold a 
Telecommunications Siting Permit (TSP) without the need for a public hearing if the update does not reflect 
a Material Modification.  A Material Modification is defined by the UDC as an important, essential or 
significant change to an existing wireless telecommunication facility.  Material modifications do not include 
collocations which do not increase the height or increase the existing antenna array.  In this application, 
three (3) antennas are requested which will collocate on the facility and will not increase the height nor 
increase the array size since they will be placed upon existing supports of the facility.  The intent of the 
definition of Material Modification is to ensure a facility which exceeds the previous City approval by a 
substantial height increase or major visual change would require the re-review of the site.   Staff has 
reviewed the request by Sprint against the UDC and has determined that the proposal is not a material 
modification and therefore may receive a TSP without a public hearing.  Staff recommends approval of a 
TSP for Sprint as proposed. 
 
After receiving a recommendation from the Planning and Public Works Committee, this request may be 
forwarded to the City Council for review.  Attached please find a copy of the construction plans. 
 
Respectfully submitted,    

     
  
 
 

John Boyer        
Senior Planner 
 

cc. Aimee Nassif, Planning and Development Services Director 
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Figure 2: Photo of Towers On-Site 

 

 

           Figure 3: Closer Photo of Towers- Monopole to the Right is the Tower in Question 
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