


CITY OF CHESTERFIELD 

Design Guidelines: Review Checklist 

 

Project Name: Pfizer Building JJ Expansion 

Date of Review: 1-11-08 

 

Guideline Description Addressed as 

Written 

Addressed with 

Modification (1) 

Comments and Reference (2) 

CHAPTER ONE: 

Site Layout 

   

A. Physical Features 

 
X   

B. Vegetation 

 
X   

C. Site Relationships 

 
X   

D. Pedestrian & Vehicular  

       Circulation 
X   

E. Pedestrian Orientation 

 
X   

    

CHAPTER TWO: 

Building all Structures 

   

I. All Structures: 

 
   

A. General Architectural  

       Guidelines 
X   



Guideline Description Addressed as 

Written 

Addressed with 

Modification (1) 

Comments and Reference (2) 

B. Scale 

 
X   

C. Design 

 
X   

D. Relation to Adjacent  

       Development 
X   

E. Material/Colors 

 
X   

    
II.  Residential Structures:      
A. General Residential  

Architecture 
NA   

B. Multiple-Family  

Architecture 
NA   

    
III. Non-residential Structures:    
A. General 

 
X   

B. Building Equipment  

Service 
X   

C. Fast Food Restaurant  

Guidelines 
NA   

D. Auto Service Station  

Guidelines 
NA   

E. Shopping Center  

Guidelines 
NA   

F. Chesterfield Valley Guidelines 

 
NA   



 

Guideline Description Addressed as 

Written 

Addressed with 

Modification (1) 
 

Comments and Reference (2) 

CHAPTER THREE: 

Landscape Design 

  Landscaping is being addressed through site plan review 

    

CHAPTER FOUR: 

Miscellaneous 

   

A. Signage 

 
  Not submitted for approval at this time 

B. Lighting 

 
  Lighting is being addressed through site plan review 

C. Utilities 

 
X   

D. Stormwater Drainage 

 
  Drainage is being addressed through site plan review 

E. Energy Conservation 

 
   

F. Screening (Fences &  

        Walls) 
X   

 

Notes: 

 

(1) A check in this column refers to the item being addressed in the submission, but with potential variation from the guidelines that 

review by the Board is specifically requested. 

 

(2) Comments provide additional information regarding the status of specific design guidelines.  Reference is to the specific 

Architectural Review guideline as stated in the booklet entitled Architectural Review Process, Amended May 2001. 

 

 
Form revised:   October 2001 

          January 2002 
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Arc hite c t’s State me nt

1 Site Layout

A Physical Features

The existing site for Pfi zer’s JJ Building expansion poses several physical 

challenges that have essentially shaped the design of the building.  The 

slope of the terrain requires that the building meet grade at varying 

elevations.

The grading strategy around the site has struck a careful balance between 

maintaining existing topography and planting wherever possible, while 

minimizing the scale of the retaining wall at the northwest corner of the 

site.

B Vegetation

Vegetation patterns have been replicated from the previous NRB 

landscape concept to create a contiguous campus landscape. The 

grading, planting, and storm water management approaches have been 

designed to minimize the removal of trees as much as possible. The site 

slopes dramatically to the north of the proposed building expansion and 

that portion of the site is tree-covered with a great diversity of species. A 

tree survey was performed to inventory the species, sizes and condition 

existing trees on site. The Tree Removal and Delineation Plan submitted 

as part of the November 16, 2007 Site Development Section Plan 

Submission provides information for the amount of trees that are required 

to be replaced due to new construction.

C Site Relationships

The JJ building expansion is the fourth piece of the original master plan 

conceived for the campus; a series of bent masses that form landscape 

spaces on campus while providing views to the landscape beyond.  The 

JJ building expansion respects that logic and builds upon it, forming the 

northernmost element of that master plan cluster.  The courtyard is scaled 

appropriately to its role as an entrance into the building expansion and a 

terminus of the campus pedestrian corridor.

From outside the site, the JJ building expansion project has a minimal 

impact to the existing Chesterfi eld context. Service traffi c is naturally 

sheltered between the building and the existing landscape, and the roof-

top elements are carefully screened, in a strategy similar to the existing 

campus buildings.

D/E  Pedestrian and Vehicular Circulation & Orientation

As the continuation of an existing campus, JJ builds on the clear and 

safe circulation pattern already in use on the Pfi zer/Monsanto site.  

Pedestrian zones are clearly marked as they cross the vehicular traffi c 

areas, while stairs, plantings and landscape features provide a pleasant 

pedestrian environment. JJ expands the pedestrian walkway that is the 

main armature connecting the campus as a whole and also utilizes the 

fi re lane as a pedestrian circulation path to the service and support areas 

at the Northerly portion of the campus.

Service traffi c is channeled to the perimeter of the campus buildings, 

away from the pedestrian traffi c.
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Arc hite c t’s State me nt (c o nt’d)

2 Buildings

I. All Structures-

A General Architectural Guidelines

The JJ Building is built into the hill side, creating a harmonious 

embracement of the hilly, Chesterfi eld campus. The existing entrance 

on the south side of the building is celebrated by a large scale gesture 

appropriate to the scale of the campus. The metal mass of the Northern 

expansion blends with surrounding brick and metal buildings through 

parallel brick planes, which integrates the existing JJ building with the 

new construction.

B Scale

As the continuation of the existing master plan strategy, the JJ 

expansion is responsive to the scale of the existing buildings. The 

brick coursing of the existing buildings is carried through the coursing 

and alignment of mullions, brick, and metal panel.  The height of the 

building is in kind with the existing structures, both at the low roof level 

and the penthouse level.

The existing entrance façade, located at the focal point of two campus 

pedestrian axes, has been expanded to a scale appropriate to that 

of the campus. Generous views along the axes are enjoyed from the 

interior common areas through a large picture window on the South 

and ceiling-height ribbon windows along the East of the building.  

C Design

The design of the JJ expansion is intended to be entirely respectful of the 

existing campus’s fabric, while expanding, enriching and modernizing 

the palette of materials and the range of architectural expression. The 

enclosed rooftop penthouse is a continuation of the existing enclosure 

and rooftop cooling towers are screened from view.

The building’s orientation, fenestration pattern, cladding systems and 

building systems are designed to optimize the use of natural light in 

the interest both of providing an excellent interior environment and of 

conserving energy.

D Relation to Adjacent Development

See (B) above.

E Materials/Colors

Building JJ materials were selected for their congruity to existing campus 

fabric. Brick planes run along the offi ce wing in the north-south direction 

and are ornamented with two-colored banding, which connects the 

expansion to the existing building, as well as to the adjacent building 

HH. Metal panels at the south entryway relate to adjacent building CC, 

which incorporates the same campus brick, and also new metal panels 

introduce a rich color to the site material palette. A two-story picture 

window on the South face and ribbon windows in the brick planes match 

the dark bronze color of the existing building windows, providing excellent 

energy performance through the use of low-E coated glass. Metal 

sunscreens on the South face also aid in energy performance, as well 

as mediating sun glare in the common areas. The process laboratory 

section, which is separates the South entrance and offi ce wing from the 

loading dock, is wrapped in a ribbed metal panel of the same color as the 

South entryway.

II Residential Architecture - N/A

III Non-Residential Architecture- 

A General

Building elevations are sensitive to the rest of the campus makeup, as 

well as to the comfort of the occupants.  Large windows in the common 

areas allow ample views of the campus and for natural light to reach the 

interior, and the material palette has been chosen to integrate with the 

existing campus feel.  The internal logic of the building is legible from its 

exterior expression.

B Building Equipment Service

The topography of the site is used to advantage by funneling service 

traffi c to the Western and Northern ends of the site. Service trucks will 

access the loading dock or service areas of Building JJ from the north. 

C Fast Food Restaurant Guidelines - N/A

D Auto Service Station Guidelines - N/A

E Shopping Center Guidelines - N/A

F Chesterfi eld Valley Guidelines - N/A
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Arc hite c t’s State me nt (c o nt’d)

3 Landscape Design

The landscape for the JJ expansion project is conceived as a “prairie 

succession garden”, similar to the NRB plan.  Initially, monocultures of 

different prairie grasses and wildfl owers are to be planted in discrete 

zones.  These zones are linked along a network of pedestrian walkways 

and provide an interesting variety of textures and colors throughout 

the site.  As the landscape matures over time, these monocultures of 

regionally native species will naturally spread into each other, creating a 

landscape as diverse and robust as the prairie itself.

The initial planting zones are also the organizational structure for a 

variety of trees and shrubs that will allow views under a tree canopy while 

creating landscape spaces of varying scales.

This concept of the succession garden is envisioned not only as an idea 

for the area immediately around JJ, but with its uses of grasses and trees 

already on site, is an extension of the already thriving landscape of the 

Pfi zer/Monsanto campus.

4 Miscellaneous

A Lighting

Site lighting for the pedestrian zone around the JJ expansion is a 

combination of low, bollard lights and a continuation of the existing site, 

roadway lighting. The design provides pedestrian-scale lighting consistent 

with the current site approach. Some up-lighting is provided to illuminate 

trees along the main path.

Building-mounted lights are not used.

The confi guration of the lighting, as well as the 1760-foot setback from 

Chesterfi eld Parkway, minimizes the impact of this lighting on the public 

way.

B Utilities

All new Utilities associated with this project will be installed 

underground.

C Storm Water Drainage

The JJ expansion has been sited to work within the existing slope and 

drainage pattern of the larger site. The stormwater management basin 

that was constructed as part of the NRB Building CC project was master 

planned to accommodate the additional runoff generated by the JJ 

Expansion. Thus the drainage design for the JJ Expansion minimizes 

the land disturbance to the site, while complying with the applicable 

stormwater management requirements of the city and the St. Louis 

County Metropolitan Sewer District (MSD). 

D Screening (Fences and Walls)

No new screened fencing is proposed for this project. The service area 

is naturally obscured by the topography and vegetation of the site.  

Visual screening is not necessary for site utilities as these are all located 

underground.  
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Adjac e nt Use s

SITE
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Physic al Co nte xt

Aerial Photo
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Physic al Co nte xt (c o nt’d)

JJ
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Site  Plan - o ve rall
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Landsc ape  Plan - building
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Grading  Plan - building
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So uth Ele vatio nSo uth Ele vatio n
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No rth Ele vatio n
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East Ele vatio n
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We st Ele vatio n



I M A G E S
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Ae rial Re nde ring  
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Eye -Le ve l Re nde ring  fro m So uthe ast



M A T E R I A L S
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Wall Asse mblie s

Fo rme d Me ta l Pane l

Fo rme d Me ta l Pane l

Typic al Me tal Pane l 

Wall Se c tio n

Enlarge me nt o f 

Me tal Pane l Wall

Enlarge me nt o f 

Me tal Pane l Wall
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Wall Asse mblie s

Bric k to  Matc h Existing

Typic al Bric k Cavity 

Wall Se c tio n

Enlarge me nt o f 

Bric k Cavity Wall

Enlarge me nt o f 

Bric k Cavity Wall

Tinte d Lo w-E Glazing  

with Bro nze  Ano dize d

Aluminum Framing
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Wall Asse mblie s

Typic al Curtain Wall 

Se c tio n

Enlarge me nt o f 

Curtain Wall

Enlarge me nt o f 

Curtain Wall

Smo o th Me ta l Pane l

Tinte d Lo w-E Glazing  

with Bro nze  Ano dize d

Aluminum Framing


