
BILL NO. 2620          ORDINANCE NO.___________ 
 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCES 1973, 1998 AND 2231 AS EMBODIED IN 
CHAPTER 12, GRADING, EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL, OF THE CITY 
CODE BY ADDING REQUIREMENTS RELATIVE TO NATURAL WATERCOURSE 
PROTECTION. 
 
 WHEREAS, the United States Environmental Protection Agency requires all operators 
of municipal separate storm sewer systems to implement programs and practices to control 
polluted storm water runoff, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the United States Environmental Protection Agency considers any 
development and/or improvement activity that disturbs soil as a leading cause of polluted storm 
water, and 
 
 WHEREAS, natural vegetated buffers adjacent to watercourses provide numerous 
environmental and resource management benefits, including protecting steam stability, 
ecosystems and water quality, and 
 

WHEREAS, as part of the St. Louis County Phase II Storm Water Management Plan the 
City of Chesterfield is required to implement policies and procedures that protects water quality; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITYOF CHESTERFIELD, ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MISSOURI, AS FOLLOWS: 
 
 Section 1. Chapter 12 of the Code of the City of Chesterfield is hereby amended by 
amending Ordinances 1973, 1998 and 2231 as embodied in Chapter 12, Grading, Erosion and 
Sediment Control, as follows: 

 
1) Section 12-29, Penalties for Violation, is hereby changed to Section 12-30.  The 

remainder of the section shall remain unchanged. 
 
 2) A new Section 12-29, Natural Watercourse Protection, is hereby added as follows: 
 
  Section 12-29.  Natural Watercoure Protection. 
 

(a) No clearing, grading, excavation, construction or disturbance of any kind is 
permitted within fifty (50) feet of the top of bank of Bonhomme Creek, 
Caulks Creek or Creve Coeur Creek, or within twenty-five (25) feet of the 
top of bank of all other natural watercourse depicted on the most current 
United States Geological Survey (U.S.G.S) 7.5 Minute Series (Topographic) 
Maps for the City of Chesterfield, Missouri(“buffer areas”). Permanent 
vegetation and existing ground elevations and grades within the above 
mentioned buffer areas shall be left intact and undisturbed except as 
permitted in paragraph (b) of this Section.  If no top of bank is apparent, the 



10-year, 24-hour or 15-year, 20 minute water surface elevation will 
determine the top of bank.  The top of bank and the buffer area shall be 
depicted on the grading plan. 

 
(b) The following structures, practices and activities are permitted in the buffer 

areas: 
 

(i) Roads, bridges, trails and utilities approved by the Director of 
Planning and Public Works are permitted within the buffer areas 
provided that an alternative analysis has clearly demonstrated that 
no other feasible alternative exists and that minimal disturbance 
will take place.  Following any disturbance, the impacted area 
shall be restored. 

 
(ii) Stream restoration projects are permitted within the buffer area. 

 
(iii) Horticultural practices may be used to maintain the health of the 

natural vegetation.  Individual trees may be removed which are 
dead, diseased and/or dying, are in danger of falling, causing 
damage to nearby structures, or causing the blockage of the 
watercourse.  

 
 Section 2. In all other respects, Chapter 12 of the City Code is in full force and 
effect. 
 
 Section 3. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage 
and approval. 
 
Passed and approved this________day of _________________________, 2008. 
 
 
 
       __________________________________ 
       Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
City Clerk            
             
             
             
             
      [FIRST READING HELD: _______________ ] 


